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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL  
 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT  
 

TO THE TRUSTEES OF NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL  
 

 

The trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2020. 

The trustees have adopted the provisions of the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 

Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting 

Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102) effective 1 January 2015). 

 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in the notes to the 

accounts and comply with the charity’s governing document, the Charities Act 2011 and Accounting and 

Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 

accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland. 
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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL  
 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT  
 

TO THE TRUSTEES OF NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL  
 

 

The Trustees (District Executive) present their formal annual report and financial statements for Northampton 

District Scout Council for the year ending 31 March 2020. 
 

Governing document 

The Northampton District Scout Council is a charitable trust formed by a Royal Charter which gives authority to 

the Bye Laws and the Policy Organisation and Rules of the Scout Association.  Trustees are appointed and trained 

in accordance with the Policy Organisation and Rules of the Scout Association and Trustees who acted during the 

year are listed in this document. 
 

Objectives of the Charity 

The District actively engaged with, and supported, young people living in the Northampton Scout District in their 

personal development empowering them to make a positive contribution to society. 
 

This is achieved by young people, in partnership with adults, working together based on the values of Scouting 

and enjoying what they are doing and having fun, taking part in indoor and outdoor activities, learning by doing, 

sharing in spiritual reflection, making choices, undertaking new and challenging activities and making and living 

their Scout Promise. 
 

Public Benefit Statement 

Scouting complies with two key principles set by the Charity Commission with regard to public benefit in that it 

helps young people in their personal development, empowering them to make a positive contribution to society; 

and Scouting in Northampton District is open to young people aged 6-25 and adults. 
 

Full membership is restricted to young people and adults who are willing to make the Scout Promise.  The District 

has processes in place to support those who need help to pay subscriptions, buy uniform or take part in activities 

so that young people are not excluded from activities if they are unable to pay.  The benefits of Scouting are 

further demonstrated throughout this report. 
 

The Trustees believe that they have met the Charity Commission’s public benefit criteria for both the advancement 

of education and the advancement of citizenship or community development. 

 

Review of Developments, Activities and Achievements During The Year 

The charity continued to provide support through Scout Groups and District Units to provide a wide range of 

activities and facilities during the year. Once again, the Trustees would wish to thank all the volunteer leaders 

who give so selflessly of their time and energies at Group, Unit and District level. 
 

We would, as Trustees of the District, in particular, wish to pass on our gratitude to Alistair Cochran who stepped 

down as Chair of the District Executive this year after seven successful years, we thank him for his guidance and 

support during his tenure and would like to thank Bunny Ingram for taking on the role.  We’d also like to thank 

our Treasurer – Caroline Lomas, and assistant treasurer Nick Tew who have ensured that our financial position is 

regularly supported and monitored.  In addition, we would welcome Tracey Bates who volunteered to take on the 

role of District Secretary earlier in the year and will formally take up this role from the next AGM – the Trustees 

are really grateful to her for taking on this important role in the District. 
   

This year our District continued to offer Scouting to more Young People than ever before as we saw growth across 

all of our sections with an increase of 4.8% in members on the previous year.  Growth was in no small part down 

to the opening of two new Groups with the 58th Northampton (Ihsan) which has been set up to predominately 

support Young People from our Muslim Communities and 57th Northampton which has been setup to support 

young people with special educational needs.  Both these groups demonstrate our ongoing commitment to 

inclusivity and ensuring we are delivering #ScoutingForAll.  Unfortunately, we also took the difficult decision to 

close the 5th St Mary’s Scout Group, after over a century is existence the group had seen a significant decline in 

numbers. 
  
During the year the Trustees have been pleased to continue to support the redevelopment of facilities at Overstone 

Activity Centre.  Work continues on our resource centre which will provide a new facility for leaders within the  
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District as well as some small retail opportunity for site users, in addition we have developed Roy’s challenge and 

added a Hammock Camp to the centre.  After several years’ service the District Minibus was ‘retired’ from active 

duty after reaching the end of its economic life. 
  

Finally, the Trustees would wish to thank Craig Kidd and his team for the leadership they are giving to the District. 

 

Financial review 

The Trustees have continued to manage the District funds prudently, as is demonstrated in the financial 

section.  There has been a continued “managed” reduction in the balances as the Executive have approved 

spending to improve the District facilities and assets.   
  

Significant work has gone on during this year to improve our budgeting and our financial governance which has 

been delivered through further developments within the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

 

Statement of the Trustees Responsibilities 

Legislation requires that the Trustees prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and 

fair view of the operation of the charity.  In preparing these financial statements the Trustees are required to: 
 

• Select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently 

• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent 

• State where the policies adopted are in accordance with the charity legislation and with applicable 

standards, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in these financial statements 

• Prepare financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to assume that the 

charity will continue to operate 
 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at 

any time, the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply 

with the Appropriate Charity legislation.  They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity 

and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of Fraud or other irregularities. 

 

Policy on reserves 

The charity has a published internal policy on reserves which is monitored, and the present reserves comply 

with this policy. 

 

Risk management 

The Trustees have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed and are satisfied that there are control 

measures in place to mitigate these risks. 

 

Training of Trustees 

Trustees are supported on their appointment and during their term of office in accordance with the Scout 

Associations Policy Organisation and Rules. 

 

Independent examiners 

A resolution in accordance with Charity legislation to appoint Mrs S E Leathem ACA CTA of J R Watson & Co 

to examine the District Accounts will be put to the Northampton District Scout Council at its Annual General 

Meeting. 

 
 

Signed on behalf of the Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………  …..…………..………………………… 

Bunny Ingram, Chair Northampton District Scout Council  Date 
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